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MQ-9B SeaGuardian

Leading The Situational Awareness Revolution

ga-asi.com/maritime-solution/
©2020 GENERAL ATOMICS AERONAUTICAL SYSTEMS, INC.

UNRIVALED SOLUTIONS
FOR MARITIME SECURITY

• 40-hour max endurance for persistent, wide-area maritime surveillance

•  Designed to meet NATO standards (STANAG-4671)

•  Detect and Avoid (DAA) system for self-separation, enabling full integration 
into national and international airspace for expanded operating envelopes

• Automatic Take-off and Landing Capability (ATLC), allowing for rapid 
 re-deployment and flexibility

•  Highly modular and easily configured with a variety of payloads to meet 
mission requirements

•  Anti-submarine warfare capabilities, including Sonobuoy Monitoring and 
Control System (SMCS) and Sonobuoy Dispenser System (SDS)
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Six months ago, at a trade show in San Diego, I watched as organizers kicked off on the opening session in a giant 
exhibition hall. It feels like a lifetime ago. 

Bob Work, the moderator and former deputy secretary of defense, passed around hand sanitizer to start the first 
session. Signs encouraging hand washing warned of the coronavirus. Almost no one was wearing a mask and the 
conference, and its sessions, were largely the same as in other years. 

Now, six months later, almost everything has changed, and we’ve accepted a new normal.

Workflows are different. Telework is here. It’s not yet safe to have gatherings like we’ve had in the past.  

But the threats to national security, we are told, remain the same. It is a constant. And it can be hard to keep an eye 
on the long term when the short term feels somewhere on a range from tenuous to disrupted.  

The most forward-looking planners are acting as if the way we’re operating today is the way we will be operating for 
months or longer. We’re being asked to measure and accept risks. 

And so we’re holding the Defense News conference almost as we would any other year, except in the virtual format. 	
Over the next two days we’re going to talk to some of the Defense Department’s top officials about what happens 
next, what’s changed and what hasn’t. 

How do military officials make sure they have right the tools? How do they know have the right equipment? How 
can the United States military stay ahead in missile defense and space? How can leaders stay one step of ahead of 
reportedly ambitious plans from China and Russia? What are the priority investments for NATO? And, quite simply, 
how do they spend money smartly?

These are the questions we would want answered in any year and like in the past, we’re being asked how they 
assess and balance risk. 

There are no easy answers, but we should have a clear path forward, despite, as we’ve learned firsthand the 
unexpected variances that everyday life can bring. 

Mike Gruss
Executive Editor
Defense News, C4ISRNET

TOMORROW’S 
WORLD ORDER AMID 
GREAT-POWER
COMPETITION
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TODAY’S GREAT POWER COMPETITION DEMANDS RAPID APPLICATION OF IT, ENGINEERING,  
AND SCIENCE FOR AN UNPRECEDENTED TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANTAGE.

With proven expertise that spans hardware to software, our iterative prototype design, delivery, and  
manufacturing capabilities provide the warfighter with superior performance and protection, enabling  
informed decision making with unrivaled precision and speed.
 
Find out how we put our high tech on a mission and help every branch of the military achieve multi-domain 
dominance and protect what’s most important.

The power to do  
great things

leidos.com/onamission

© 2020 LEIDOS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 20-187151

https://www.leidos.com/on-a-mission?utm_source=dnconf&utm_medium=programbook


5 I 4TH ANNUAL DEFENSE NEWS CONFERENCE

8:15AM – 8:20AM        	 WELCOME REMARKS

8:20AM – 8:28AM           INDUSTRY FIRESIDE CHAT
Gen. Frank Gorenc, Executive Advisor, General Atomics Aeronautical

8:31AM – 9:09AM          	 SECURING EUROPE: NATO AND ALLIED 
		  	 DEFENSE PRIORITIES ACROSS MULTIPLE DOMAINS

The Pentagon’s new Trusted Capital Marketplace program for small unmanned aerial systems is 
underway. This panel will discuss what it takes to stand up a new domestic drone market, how the 
military can use unmanned vehicles and what lessons the Pentagon is learning from the existing market. 

Camille Grand, Assistant Secretary General for Defence Investment, NATO 
Gregory M. Kausner, Executive Director, International Cooperation, OUSD(A&S)

Dr. Karl-Heinz Kamp, President, Federal Academy for Security Policy, Berlin 

Moderator: Sebastian Sprenger, Editor, Europe, Defense News

9:12AM - 9:20AM	 INDUSTRY FIRESIDE CHAT 

9:23AM - 9:53AM        	 MILITARY SPACE: LEVERAGING THE FINAL FRONTIER
The emergence of an official Space Force in December 2019 paved the road for what will 
increasingly become the most contested domain of warfare. Satellite communications and 
anti satellite capabilities, as well as new ‘space weapons,’ are all increasingly critical to military 
development among the US and allies – as well as adversaries. This panel will examine the latest 
in priorities for investment in the space domain, and how a new command, with industry, the Air 
Force, and the other defense services, will work cooperatively to enable space Dominance.

Maj. Gen. William Liquori, Director of Strategic Requirements, Architectures and Analysis, 
Headquarters United States Space Force

Moderator: Nathan Strout, Space, Unmanned and Intelligence Systems Reporter, Defense News 

9:54AM - 10:02AM      	 INDUSTRY FIRESIDE CHAT

10:05AM - 10:35AM          RETHINKING CONFLICT AT SEA
Near-peer adversaries are exploiting blind spots and using non-traditional approaches to counter 
previously traditional strategies. Perhaps nowhere is this challenge more acute than in the naval 
domain. What can the United States and its allies do to combat grey zone threats and advances in 
seas across the world? How should militaries rethink their investments in platforms, hardware and 
IT and finally, how could these investments and change in strategy lead to advantages in the future?  

Lt. Gen. Michael Plehn, Military Deputy Commander, U.S. Southern Command

Moderator: David Larter, Naval Warfare Reporter, Defense News

10:38AM - 11:08AM       	 KEYNOTE FIRESIDE CHAT 
		  	 Rep. William “Mac” Thornberry, Ranking Member, House Armed Services Committee (R-TX)

11:10AM – 11:30AM        KEYNOTE 
			   The Hon. Ellen M. Lord, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, DoD 

11:30AM - 11:35AM         DAY 1 CLOSING REMARKS

agenda - day 1  
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8:25AM – 8:30AM           DAY 2 WELCOME REMARKS

8:30AM - 8:38AM            INDUSTRY FIRESIDE CHAT

8:41AM – 9:11AM           GLOBAL AEROSPACE COMPETITIONS:  
			   A LOOK AT WARFARE IN THE 21ST CENTURY

While the U.S. military and some allies are pondering the best approach to air dominance, others are 
moving forward with ambitious acquisition plans. Teams throughout Europe are looking at the best 
way to move forward on next-gen future combat aircraft. Advanced unmanned technologies and other 
next-gen systems also open up new possibilities for what warfighters need, and how industry can 
deliver these new and unconventional capabilities. This panel will explore emerging requirements in 
the United States and its allies, and what to expect in the air domain of tomorrow.

Brig. Gen. Walter T. Rugen, Director Future Vertical Lift Cross Functional Team, U.S. Army 
Futures Command

Heidi Grant, Director, Defense Technology Security Administration

Moderator: Valerie Insinna, Air Warfare Reporter, Defense News

9:14AM - 9:22AM            INDUSTRY FIRESIDE CHAT
Dr. Tim Barton, Dynetics Group CTO, Leidos

9:25AM - 9:55AM            THE NEXT PHASE OF MODERNIZATION TACTICS AND STRATEGIES FOR THE DOD
From prototyping efforts from the Army Futures Command to experiments and rapid development 
tactics at the Air Force, new approaches to modernization are taking shape across the Department 
of Defense to leverage the best of what industry has to offer and ensure advanced technologies 
can filter more quickly to the war fighter. This panel will examine some of the most ambitious 
modernization efforts underway by the services – not only in terms of the promised capabilities, 
but the methods used to get there.

Gen John M. Murray, Commanding General, U.S. Army Futures Command 

Lt. Gen. Clinton Hinote, Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategy, Integration and Requirements, 
Headquarters, U.S. Air Force 

Moderator: Jen Judson, Land Warfare Reporter, Defense News

9:58AM - 10:06AM          INDUSTRY FIRESIDE CHAT
Kenn Todorv, Vice President and General Manager, Combat Systems and Mission Readiness, 	
Northrop Grumman

10:09AM - 10:39AM         MISSILE DEFENSE 2030: BALANCING TODAY’S NEEDS 
			   WITH TOMORROW’S DEMANDS

Perhaps no segment of defense is quite as globally entwined as missile defense, with threats 
posed by the most aggressive of adversaries driving investment decisions across domains by 
the U.S. and Europe, and all but demanding system integration allies and industry players. And 
yet there have been fits and starts as allies try to decide what takes precedent – investment in 
modernization of traditional missile defense capabilities, or investment in future tech to not just 
keep pace but outmatch advancements happening in North Korea, Russia and China. This panel 
will examine that very dynamic – the balancing of today’s requirements against tomorrow’s 
demands – and how the U.S. and allies are sharing the burden of one of the most critical pillars of 
global security. 

The Hon. James Anderson, Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, DoD

Vice Adm. Jon Hill Director, Missile Defense Agency, DoD 

LTG Daniel Karbler, Commanding General, USASMDC U.S. Southern Command

Moderator: Jen Judson, Defense News

agenda - day 2
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9:58AM - 10:06AM          INDUSTRY FIRESIDE CHAT
			   Junaid Islam, Director of Public Sector Solutions, Verizon

10:53AM - 11:23AM         NEAR PEER COMPETITION: ADDRESSING ADVANCEMENTS IN AI, UNMANNED AND 	
		                OTHER NEXT-GEN TECHNOLOGIES

The battle is on: As China and Russia continue to advance their capabilities in artificial intelligence, 
unmanned technologies, and other next-gen technologies that will shape the future battlefield, the 
U.S. and allies are prioritizing investments and tactics to remain ahead. Who will dominate? And 
how can democracies of the west excel against totalitarian governments that wield more control 
over commercial development? This panel will examine the state of play for the most critical and 
advanced technologies of modern warfare.

Dr. Mark Lewis, Acting Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering and 
Director of Defense Research and Engineering for Modernization

Moderator: Joe Gould, Defense News 

11:26AM - 11:56AM        GOVERNMENT FIRESIDE CHAT 
			   The Hon. David Norquist, Deputy Secretary of Defense, DoD

11:56AM - 12:01PM         CLOSING REMARKS

agenda - day 2  
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DAVID LARTER 
Naval Warfare 

Reporter,
Defense News

NATHAN STROUT 
Space, Unmanned 
and Intelligence 

Systems Reporter, 
Defense News

JOE GOULD 
Congress Reporter, 

Defense News

JEN JUDSON
Land Warfare Reporter, 

Defense News

VALERIE INSINNA  
Air Warfare Reporter,

Defense News

SEBASTIAN 
SPRENGER 

Editor, Europe, 
Defense News
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General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI) is a leading designer 
and manufacturer of proven remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) systems, radars, 
and electro-optic and related mission systems, including the Predator® RPA 
series and the Lynx® Multi-mode Radar. The Predator® series of RPA have 
flown over six million flight hours. Learn More

At Leidos, we apply our expertise in IT, engineering, and science to 
accelerate the development of reliable, resilient, and secure solutions 
to solve our customers’ toughest challenges. To help our customers 
field solutions more efficiently, Dynetics, a subsidiary of Leidos, designs, 
prototypes, and manufactures solutions continuing our tradition of 
addressing the nation’s most challenging and technologically advanced 
missions. As we grow, we’ll maintain our agile and creative reputation. 

Learn More

Northrop Grumman solves the toughest problems in space, aeronautics, 
defense and cyberspace to meet the evolving needs of our customers 
worldwide. Our 90,000 employees define possible every day using science, 
technology and engineering to create and deliver advanced systems, 
products and services. Learn More 

Verizon understands that federal government agencies have missions that 
matter — delivering critical services to citizens, enabling first responders 
and defending the nation. Our federal customers continue to rely on our 
decades of experience in delivering the networks and the technology that 
make government work — reliably, securely, and cost-effectively. 

Learn more

PLATINUM

Parsons is a leading disruptive technology provider in the global defense, 
intelligence, and critical infrastructure markets, with capabilities across 
cybersecurity, missile defense, space, connected infrastructure, and smart 
cities. Please visit Parsons.com, and follow us on LinkedIn and Facebook to 
learn how we’re making an impact.
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Your government agency is driven to make life better for citizens and 
ServiceNow is committed to making work, work better for people. Our 
cloud-based platform consolidates outdated IT systems, leverages data,

and delivers automated, digital workflows that create great experiences 

for users. Learn More

GOLD

SILVER

PARTNERS

ManTech provides mission-focused technology solutions and services 
for U.S. defense, intelligence community and federal civilian agencies. 
We excel in full-spectrum cyber, data collection & analytics, enterprise IT, 
systems and software engineering solutions that support national and 
homeland security. Learn More
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